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MARCH 
Mar. 4-7 Theatre performances 
Mar. 6 Semester 2 interim 
 report mailed 
Mar. 10 PAC meeting 7 pm 
Mar. 11 Scholarship application 
 packages due 4 pm 
Mar. 13 Last day before spring 
 break  
Mar. 16- Spring break. School 
to 27 not in session  
Mar. 30 School reopens after  
 spring break 
 

April 
Apr. 8 DRMS Cyber-bullying  
 presentation for parents 
Apr. 10 Good Friday. School 
 not in session 
Apr. 13 Easter Monday. School 
 not in session 
Apr. 14 PAC meeting 7 pm 
Apr. 20 Professional dev. day 
Apr. 24 Semester 2 mid-term 
 report mailed 
Apr. 30 Parent/Teacher  
 interviews 

March 5, 2020 
 
Dear Parents/Guardians: 
 
It is hard to believe that spring break is just over a week away. We 
are in full swing with graduation preparation, scholarship 
applications, course selection as well as several athletic and 
leadership events. 
 
As our Grade 12 students get ready for graduation, they are also 
busy preparing for life after HSS. Many students are hearing back 
from various post-secondary institutions that they have been 
accepted for this coming fall.  
 
Additionally, our 2020 graduates are now applying for local 
scholarships and bursaries through the school. We are extremely 
thankful to our community donors who have generously provided in 
excess of $80,000 in funding for our students to attend post-
secondary institutions. 
 
Our Grade 10 and 11 students attended assemblies this week in 
which our counsellors reviewed the course selection process for the 
2020-21 school year and assisted students in selecting the 
appropriate courses that correspond with their future school and 
career aspirations.  
 
We have wrapped up our winter sports season with some great 
results and are beginning to transition into our spring sports season, 
with meetings already happening for golf, ice hockey, mountain 
biking, rugby and track & field. A special thank you goes to the 
teacher-sponsors and coaches who make these teams possible.  
 
As in past months, we have some significant accomplishments and 
highlights to share with you in this month’s newsletter. Please find 
this information on the following pages. 
 
Finally, I would like to wish you and your family a great spring break 
filled with rest and relaxation. 
 
Regards, 
 
Nick Pascuzzi 
Principal 

38430 Buckley Avenue, P.O. Box 99, Squamish, BC  V8B 0A1       Phone:  604 892-5261  Fax:  604 892-5618 

Staff email address are available on the school website at www.sd48howesound.org  

Parent/teacher interviews are 
scheduled for Apr. 30. Online 

booking is open from Apr. 16 at 
9:00 am until Apr. 30 at 2:00 pm. 

To book an appointment, visit 
hss.schoolappointments.com.  
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Course Selection 2020-2021 

The course selection books for next year’s incoming students and 

current returning students are available to view on the HSS website 
here. Assemblies were held this week for both the current Grade 10’s 
and 11’s to walk through the course requirements and selection 
process. Students can select courses and make changes online 
through their MyEd BC student portal. Student course selections are 
due Friday, March 13, and will be finalized by Friday, April 3, 2020. 

Graduation 2020 

Here are some important items from the counsellors: 

 Online (DL) Courses: Grade 12 students who are 
taking online courses that are required for graduation 
must be at least half way completed by mid-term (April 
15) in order to meet graduation requirements and attend 
the commencement ceremony. 

 Career Life Connections:  All Grade 12 students are reminded that their CLC 
courses, which includes the capstone project, is a requirement for graduation. 

 STS (Student Transcript Service):  All grads must log in and create an account to 
release transcripts electronically by following this link here.  

Scholarships 2020 

The HSS 2020 Scholarship Book is available to view on the HSS website 
here. There are almost one hundred scholarships, bursaries and awards 

available totalling over $80,000. The deadline to submit applications is 
Wednesday, March 11, at 4:00 pm. Students can access all required forms 
from the HSS website using their SD48 credentials.  

https://sd48howesound.org/students/course-selection-information/
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/education-training/k-12/support/transcripts-and-certificates
http://www.sd48howesound.org/students/post-secondary-scholarship-information/
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Physics Olympics 

Basketball 
Our four basketball teams finished the season with great results. The season wrapped up 
last week with Howe Sound Secondary hosting the Sea to Sky District basketball 
tournament. Our senior girls and junior boys both finished in third place overall. Our junior 
girls came in second beating Pemberton but losing a close game to Whistler in the finals. 
Our senior boys beat Whistler in the finals to win the championships for the sixth year in a 
row. Congratulations to all the teams who participated. Thank you to the coaches and 
managers for their dedication to the teams and to the spectators who came out throughout 
the season to cheer the players on.  
 
Spring Athletics: 
Planning has already begun for spring teams including girls soccer, 
golf, ice hockey, mountain biking, track & field, and rugby. We look 
forward to sharing great results from these teams. Visit the HSS 
Athletics website here for all forms and information. 

Howe Sound Athletics 

On Saturday, March 7, a team from HSS was scheduled to compete against over 70 teams 
from all over BC at UBC’s annual Physics 
Olympics competition. Unfortunately, 
organizers made the decision to cancel the 
event as a safety precaution due to concerns 
over the coronavirus. The team has been 
conceptualizing, designing, and building two 
projects for the competition. The first is a 
“rocket car” that must accurately propel itself a 
specific distance by ejecting some form of solid 
propellant. The second is a vacuum pump, 
tasked with lowering and sustaining the 
pressure in a test container using an energy 
source that is gravitational, elastic, electrical, or 
gyroscopic.  
 
The students will continue working on their 
designs and challenges in preparation for next year’s event. 
 
Right: Team member Trina Fearon using HSS’s 3D printer. 

http://hssathletics.com/
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Athletic Leadership  

The athletic leadership class has been very busy this new semester running many 
events at HSS. During lunch, AL students have begun running soccer intramurals. 
Teams of five players can play against each other Tuesdays to Fridays at lunch in the 
gym. The Grade 11 AL students are holding a “Super Smash Bros.” event at lunch on 
Friday, April 24, 2020. Everyone is welcome to come out and watch the fun. Last 
Friday, athletic leadership students hosted the Sea to Sky District basketball 
championships at HSS. Congratulations to the senior boys team for winning the finals 
for the sixth year in a row. All four HSS teams played incredibly well and showed 
great sportsmanship. Way to go, Sounders!  
 
Planning for the annual Sounders Day school spirit event 
is coming along nicely. Athletic leadership and student 
leadership students are busy with preparations for this 
event that runs on Thursday, May 14, 2020. Students 
come dressed up in their team colour and participate in a 
number of fun activities. Stay tuned for some more 
exciting AL events coming soon. 
 
Right: Some of the members of Athletic Leadership 
showing off their new hoodies. 

Outdoor Education 

The Outdoor Education Program has had a busy few 
weeks in February. The class hosted the Banff Mountain 
Film Festival, which is the largest fundraiser of the year. It 
was a very enjoyable evening for everyone who attended 
and helped generate funds that will be used for the 
upcoming spring trips. The group then headed out to the 
Callaghan Valley for a three-day winter camping trip. The 
weather was excellent, with a beautiful mix of snow and 
sunshine. Students explored the old-growth forest on 
cross-country skis and discovered the joys of camping and 

sleeping on snow. For information on the 2020-2021 program , please visit the HSS 
Outdoor Education webpage located here.  

https://sites.google.com/sd48.bc.ca/hssoutdooreducation/home
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Aboriginal Leadership  

Aboriginal leadership students recently wrapped up a 
fundraiser for Helping Hands. Students collected small 
items such as toothbrushes, toothpaste, soap, and 
socks to donate to the shelter. Thank you to everyone 
who supported the initiative. 
 
Students in the Aboriginal leadership class will now 
focus on preparing for this year’s 24 Hour Drum, which 
will be held on May 1, in Pemberton. We will be working 
with students from Learning Expeditions and Don Ross 
Middle School to create a play about the importance of 
land to the Skwxwú7mesh Nation. 
 

Student Leadership  

The student leadership class has been very busy this month holding school spirit 
events. They also have great plans for next month as well. In the spirit of Valentine's 
Day, the leadership class organized a survey to match students with their most 
compatible peer. The leadership class has also taken the initiative on other 
important issues, including spreading awareness about Women’s Day and anti-
bullying Pink Shirt Day. Leadership students are also working on organizing Mental 
Health Week and Unplug Day. An amazing line of activities is planned to help 
spread awareness and share some tips on mental health during Mental Health 
Week. They will also be promoting spending less time on phones. For April, the 
leadership students will be co-organizing Earth Week with the Eco Club. They have 
big ideas planned for this including holding several 
workshops for students to encourage being eco friendly. 
 
Pink Shirt Day Photo: 
L. to R.: Maya Southam, Rhiannon Hill, Marissa Miller, 
Teagan Chelswick, Mikaela Read, Manroop Shergill  
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Theatre 

This year's production of "Grease" has begun. 
The students have worked very hard on their 
sets, costumes, acting roles, and music.  You 
don't want to miss this show! It features: a live 
band, a stellar cast, awesome sets, lots of 
dancing and of course the fun drama of the pink 
ladies and T-Birds!  

Show dates:    Mar. 5, 6, and 7 at 7:00 pm  
   Mar. 7 at 2:00 pm.  

There will be a concession at the intermission. 
Tickets are $10 for students and $15 for adults 
and can be purchased at the office during school 
hours and at the door while supplies last. View 
the article written in the February 27 edition of 
the Squamish Chief newspaper here and listen 

to the interview which aired on Mountain FM on Friday, February 28, with Shannon 
Moran and Ben Warkentin who play Sandy and Danny here.   

Yearbook 

A year’s worth of Sounders’ memories will be 
captured in 120 full-colour pages. The Howe 
Sound yearbook is on sale now for $60 and 
makes a great gift. Pricing increases to $65 
after March 13. Last year’s yearbook sold out 
so don’t delay purchasing one this year! 
Yearbooks can be purchased online using a 
credit card at School Cash Online accessible 
here or in person at the school office by cash 
or cheque (made out to Howe Sound 
Secondary).  

https://www.squamishchief.com/community/greased-lightnin-coming-to-the-squamish-s-eagle-eye-theatre-1.24086732
https://www.mountainfm.com/audio/hss-production-of-grease/
https://sd48seatosky.schoolcashonline.com/
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The Interact Club is hosting its annual Global Awareness Dinner on Thursday, May 7. 
Tickets are $20.00 per person and will be available for purchase in the office next month. 
Money raised from the dinner will go to support ShelterBox Canada. This worthwhile cause 
provides survival kits for disaster survivors around the world. 
There will be a great dinner prepared by our very own Chef 
Jamie and his VCC Professional Cook 1 students. Included 
with the dinner is a silent auction and a presentation given by a 
volunteer from ShelterBox Canada. Come out for a great 
cause, a fabulous dinner and our must-bid auction items. To 
learn more about ShelterBox Canada, visit their website at 
www.shelterboxcanada.org.  

Interact Club 

Career Programs  

Fire Rescue Training Camp:  Work with live fire, use the Jaws of Life, learn to rappel 
and use a real fire hose to put out a fire. Any Grade 11 or 12 students who want to attend 
the two-day Fire Rescue Training Camp in late 
spring must complete an application before Friday, 
March 13. Forms are available on the careers and 
trades website at http://sd48careersandtrades.org/
wex/work-experiencesquamish-fire-rescue/ or from 
the Career Programs Office (B120). We need 12 
applicants to run the camp or it will be cancelled. 
Last year’s academy filled up quickly so don’t wait. 
If you need help completing your application, come 
to the Career Programs Office. There is also a 
scholarship opportunity for those who attend the 
camp. 
 
Camp Ignite:  For any female students (ages 16-18) who are interested in a career as a 
fire rescue member, Squamish Fire Rescue is willing to sponsor interested candidates in 
the Camp Ignite Mentorship Program in Vancouver on August 8-11. It is a four-day, three-
night camp run by female fire rescue members and provides an opportunity for an 
authentic immersive experience. 
 
For more information, contact or visit the HSS Career Programs Office, Room B120. 
 Vicki Schenk, Career Programs/Trades Coordinator - vschenk@sd48.bc.ca.  
 Rosanne Daguerre, Career Programs Assistant - rdaguerre@sd48.bc.ca.  

http://sd48careersandtrades.org/wex/work-experiencesquamish-fire-rescue/
http://sd48careersandtrades.org/wex/work-experiencesquamish-fire-rescue/
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Spring Cleaning 

Spring cleaning at HSS.  
Our French 10 class does a quick cleaning blitz of the 
school grounds on a sunny day, all in French, of 
course.  
 

Library News  

Freedom to Read Week  
Freedom to Read Week (February 23 - 26) is an annual event 
that encourages Canadians to think about and reaffirm their 
commitment to intellectual freedom, which is guaranteed 
under our Charter of Rights and Freedoms. Due to its 
popularity, the banned books display will remain in the library 
until spring break. Come and check out a book that has been 
challenged or banned either in Canada or the US. 

 
 
New Book Stands 
A huge “Thank-you” to Mr. Leslie’s Semester 1 skills exploration class for 
making book stands for the library using the new laser cutter. Each wooden 
stand has a memorable quotation about books and reading etched into it. 
 
 

Book Club  
Our HSS Book club will be reading “Hidden Figures” by Margot Lee 
Shetterly for March & April. If you would like to join us, come to the 
library before spring break to sign out a copy. We will be meeting on 
Wednesday, April 29th in the library during lunch to discuss it. Come 
and celebrate the life of Katherine Johnson (August 26, 1918 – February 
24, 2020), one of the female mathematicians in this book whose 
calculations of orbital mechanics as a NASA employee were critical to 
the success of the first and subsequent U.S. crewed spaceflights. 


