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NOVEMBER 
Nov. 8  HSS Remembrance 
  Day Service 
Nov. 11  Remembrance Day  
  School not in session 
Nov. 12  Unlock Your Future 
  scholarship seminar 
  6:00 pm-PAC hosted 
Nov. 12  PAC mtg. 7:00 pm 
Nov. 15  Semester 1 mid-term  
  report mailed 
Nov. 21  Parent/teacher  
  interviews & early  
  dismissal  
 
DECEMBER 
Dec. 10  PAC mtg. 7:00 pm 
Dec. 12  Winter Gala  
Dec. 13  Grad photo retakes 
Dec. 20   Last day of classes  
  before winter break 
Dec. 23  Winter Break 
To Jan 3 

Dear Parents and Guardians, 
 
Students and staff have settled into a very busy school year at Howe Sound 
Secondary as you will soon see by perusing this month’s newsletter. 
 
Our students have been focused on their academic studies completing 
numerous assignments and projects as well as classroom assessments to 
demonstrate their learning in each of their courses. Some classes have 
even found the time to get out for important field trips to reinforce learning in 
a different setting.  
 
Midterm report cards will be mailed out on Friday, November 15, and we will 
have our first parent-teacher interviews of the year on Thursday, November 
21. Details on how to book an appointment with your child's teachers can 
be found at the bottom left corner of this page.  
 
In addition to academics, a number of extra-curricular activities are running 
at this time. Students have been participating in cross-country running, 
soccer, volleyball, and wrestling. These sports are winding down and we 
look forward to moving into another excellent season of athletics at HSS. 
 
Our leadership students are gearing up to attend WE Day in Vancouver on 
November 19. This is a wonderful tradition in our district where 
representatives from all schools in the corridor bring back a positive 
message to their school promoting the importance of giving back to their 
community. 
 
Aboriginal, Athletic and Student Leadership classes are in full swing and 
making thoughtful and impactful contributions to our school and community. 
Our Aboriginal Leadership students attended their first of a series of 24 
Hour Drum meetings on October 24. This is an intense and purposeful 
process that culminates in the Annual 24 Hour Drum event which will be 
held at Pemberton Secondary on Friday, May 1.  
 
I would like to also make special mention of our annual Remembrance Day 
Assembly. Our Student Leadership class will be hosting this year’s HSS 
Remembrance Day Service on Friday, November 8 (tomorrow), at 11:00 
am. All community members are welcome. Please note that school will not 
be in session on Monday, November 11, in observance of Remembrance 
Day. 
 
Please drop by for a visit and tour of our school. Getting a first-hand view of 
our school community is a great way to learn about the many remarkable 
accomplishments of our students.  
 
Regards, 
 
Nick Pascuzzi, 
Principal 

38430 Buckley Avenue, P.O. Box 99, Squamish, BC  V8B 0A1       Phone:  604 892-5261  Fax:  604 892-5618 

Staff email address are available on the school website at www.sd48howesound.org  

Parent/teacher interviews are 
scheduled for Thursday, Nov. 21, 
from 4 - 7 pm. Online booking is 
open from Friday, Nov. 8, at 9:00 

am until Nov. 21 at 2:00 pm. 
To book an appointment, visit 
hss.schoolappointments.com. 

 
If you have not used the booking 
system since August 2019, you 
will need to register and set up 

your child(ren). 
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The fall is quickly disappearing into winter and we hope that all our students and families are 
enjoying some cozy evenings by the fire reading a good book. 
 
Mrs. Taylor’s English 11 classes have been finishing their argumentative research essays in 
collaboration with our teacher-librarian Mrs. Sutherland.  
 
Mrs. Droulis’ English 10 classes have been working on persuasive essays that will become letters 
of call to action in the Squamish community. For example, one 
student plans to write a letter to the District of Squamish parks 
department for skate bowl upgrades. 
 
On the professional development day on October 25, members 
of the Howe Sound Secondary and Don Ross Middle School 
English departments attended the Vancouver Writers’ Festival. 
Teachers attended informative sessions about recent authors 
and engaged in collaborative conversations about reading and 
writing in the English language arts classroom.  

English Department 

Library News 

 
Our book club is changing its format this year. We are meeting on the first 
Wednesday of each month at lunch to pick our books. Then we are meeting 
again on the last Wednesday during lunch to enjoy some pizza and a book 
discussion. Our novel for November is going to be “Little 
Fires Everywhere” by Celeste Ng. If you would like to 
joins us, please come to the library to pick up your copy 
of the book. We will meet on Wednesday, November 27, 
to discuss this great book. 

 

A huge thank you goes out to our fantastic art students, our HSS PAC 
for supplying the materials, and our maintenance department for adding 
some beautiful canvases to the library. Each giant canvas was created 
around a genre of books, and the results are stunning.  
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Howe Sound Secondary students participated in Student Vote on Wednesday, October 16. 
The mock election was part of a program run by CIVIX, a non-profit registered charity whose 
main goal is to “build the skills and habits of active 
citizenship.” CIVIX runs student vote programs to 
parallel elections in Canada. The organization 
sends us ballots, voting screens and ballot boxes, 
and tries to make it look as close to the actual 
election as possible. The idea is that if youth are in 
the habit of voting when there is an election, they 
will be more likely to vote when they turn 18. 
 
Here are our school’s results: 
Dana Taylor — Green Party = 128 
Judith Wilson — NDP = 99 
Patrick Weiler — Liberal = 70  
Gabrielle Loren — Conservative = 35 
Gordon Jeffrey — Parti Rhinocéros Party = 25 
Terry Grimwood — Independent = 12 
Robert D. Bebb — People's Party = 7 

We would like to welcome Mme Peleman to our language department. Freshly arrived 
from Belgium, she is teaching FRALL 10 this semester. This month, Madames Peleman 
and St-Pierre’s French Immersion students are working on a project with Madames 
Royannez and Gauthier’s English students from the school Lycée Benjamin Franklin in 
Orléans, France. Our project, called “Je Suis”, has students creating a poem about 
themselves and includes visual and auditory aspects. Click on the links below to have a 
look at a few of the amazing videos by our students. 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q6pd1qL-HCk 
Je Suis, by Lucy Gill 
 
https://youtu.be/ZnwXLmTGQ00 
Je Suis, by Liza West 

Social Studies Department 

Language Department 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q6pd1qL-HCk
https://youtu.be/ZnwXLmTGQ00
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Science Department 

In October, some of our Chemistry 11 students hosted a group 
of students from Garibaldi Highlands Elementary School and 
coached them through a lab activity to show them what inquiry 
looks like in the senior level sciences. This collaboration was 
organized by Mrs. Geller (from HSS) and Ms. Mansour (from 
GHE). The idea was first sparked when Ms. Mansour noticed 
her grade 5/6 class was unusually interested in hands-on 
science. She reached out to Mrs. Geller to see if they might be 
able to come up with an activity that could be enriching for both 
their classes. The elementary students brought lots of 
questions and enthusiasm to the lab, while the high school 
students coached them through making quality observations 
and adhering to important lab safety rules. Together, they 
tackled an inquiry-based activity where they explored different 
types of chemical reactions, such as synthesis, decomposition, 
single replacement, and double replacement. In addition to the lab skills they learned, 
many of the elementary students reported that the experience really helped them overcome 
the anxiety they had over attending high school.  

 
A Heartfelt Thanks! 
Thanks to Nester’s (and special thanks to Joe the butcher) for their  
generous donation of pig hearts. The heart dissection lab is always a  
highlight of Biology 12!  

Outdoor Education 

The Outdoor Education class 
recently returned from a wild trip to 
the Sayward Forest Canoe Circuit. 
Massive amounts of wind and rain 
did not dampen students’ attitudes, 
and everyone ended up having a 
good time. Students portaged and 
paddled their way through lakes, 
rivers, beaver dams and bogs. Now 
that we have reached November, 

students will hunker down and do some classroom learning, though we will take part in several 
service days in the community. 
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Students in the jazz and concert bands performed at the 
Fall Fiesta Concert recently. It was an excellent opening 
event for an exciting year ahead. The next concert will be 
our Annual Winter Gala, which will take place on Thursday, 
December 12, in the Eagle Eye Theatre. This epic event 
will include a three-course dinner, a silent auction, and 
performances by individual students and all ensembles. 
 
The students are busy fundraising for 

our annual music trip in April. We are planning to visit Edmonton this 
year. The students are currently selling poinsettias, holiday wreaths and 
planters. Sales wrap up on November 14. Orders can be made online 
using a credit card at School Cash Online accessible here. Once logged 
in, you can choose which products you would like to buy and which 
student will benefit from the sale. 
  
Delivery will be on Friday, November 29, between 3:15 pm and 5:00 pm 
in the HSS small gym. Music students must pick up their plant orders 
that afternoon. Please contact Ms. Booth ahead of time (fbooth@sd48.bc.ca) if you 
anticipate an issue collecting your plants.  
  
On November 14, the Winter Gala silent auction forms will be distributed to the students 
(forms will also be available on the school website). Students will be able to go out into the 
community to ask for donations for the event. This is the best fundraising opportunity for 
students. In previous years, the music program has brought in over $10,000 at this event 
thanks to the generous support of parents and local businesses. We hope this year’s event 
will be just as successful. See you at the Winter Gala! 

Music News 

Here are some important items from the counsellors: 

 STS (Student Transcript Service) - log in and create an account to release your transcript 
electronically by following this link https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/education-training/k-12/
support/transcripts-and-certificates. 

 “The Key to Scholarships-Unlocking your Future" presentation for parents is on 
Tuesday, November 12, at 6:00 pm, in the Eagle Eye Theatre. This presentation provides 
helpful information if you need financial help to attend post-secondary school. 

Graduation 2020 

https://sd48seatosky.schoolcashonline.com/
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/education-training/k-12/support/transcripts-and-certificates
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/education-training/k-12/support/transcripts-and-certificates


Page 6 

 

 

Howe Sound Athletics 

Cross-Country  
This past weekend the cross-country running team competed in the BC 
Provincial Championships. All athletes had a great run in a very 
competitive field with the boys’ team placing 15th overall in the province. 
Congratulations to all runners on a great season. A big thanks to 
Coaches Shea and Roberts for leading a keen group of runners this year.  
 
Girls Volleyball 
An impressive group of girls are enjoying the fall volleyball season this year at HSS. Coach 
Rukavina is working with a keen group of Grade 11 and 12 girls on the senior team, while 
Coaches Diehl and Hoskin are leading 24 Grade 10 girls on two junior teams in the Sea to Sky 
league. The girls are working hard and are dedicated to doing their best at the District 
Tournament on November 15. 
 
Boys Volleyball 
Coach Diehl is leading an eager group boys in Grades 10-12 in an exhibition season with 
Whistler Secondary. The boys are developing well and hoping to make the sport a tradition. 

 
Boys Soccer 
A dedicated group of boys demonstrated extreme talent under the direction of 
community coaches Chris Ray and Peter Weiland in the Lower Mainland league 
this season. The boys showed competitiveness and grit in their games on the 
North Shore and developed well over the season. 
 
Wrestling 

Coach Sherman Hillier is working with an eager team of wrestlers this season. This is the 
second year of having an HSS wrestling team and the team is hoping to replicate its amazing 
successes from last year with athletes competing on the provincial level. 

The HSS Newspaper Club was established in 2018 and is entirely run by students. The club 
researches and shares modern-day topics such as social justice issues and global events as 
well as events going on in the school. It also includes everything from poetry to short stories, 

all written by HSS students. The club is made up of a passionate team of reporters who are 
excited to continue sharing their work and educating their peers. New articles are uploaded 
every Tuesday and Thursday to the e-newspaper “Howe Sound Unmasked” here.  

Club members: Viviane-Marie Broy, Briana Burke, Aquinnah Flores-Sands, Amelie Francisco, 

Lucy Gill, McKinley Harrop, Sophia Katramadakis, Annie Malpass, Kate Murphy, Emily Rice, 
and Sage Roeder.  

HSS Newspaper Club  

https://hssnewspaperr.wixsite.com/mysite
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Musical Theatre 

Have you heard??? The one, the only, GREASED LIGHTENING!!! 
Howe Sound Secondary’s 2019-2020 music theatre class will be pre-
senting Grease from March 4-7, 2020. 
 
Students are off to a hip-hopping start learning their first songs and 
dances. Auditions are complete and the cast is off and running twice a 
week in full rehearsals. Stay tuned for more information. 

Yearbook 

Memories To Last a Lifetime  
 
A year’s worth of Sounders’ school memories will be captured in 
120 full-colour pages. The Howe Sound yearbook is on sale now 
for $55. Pricing increases after Dec 20. Last year’s yearbook sold 
out so don’t delay purchasing one this year!  Yearbooks can be 
purchased online using a credit card at School Cash Online acces-
sible here or in person at the school office by cash or cheque 
(made out to Howe Sound Secondary). 

Youth Centre News 

The youth centre is open every day for youth 12 to 18 years old to hang out, eat free 
snacks, play games and access resources and support. Hours are Monday to Friday from 
11:45 am to 12:30 pm and 3:00 pm to 7:00 pm. It will be closed on November 11.  
 
Weekly Events:  
Thursdays: Youth help cook and enjoy a free meal every Thursday at 4:30 pm.  
Friday: LIFT Program - a weekly fitness class for girls ages 13 to 18 on Fridays  
from 3:45 to 4:45 pm. 
 
Out Trips:  Squamish Ninja Gym on November 20. Sign up now at the centre. 
 
Contact Us:  604-892-2207,  
   youth.centre@sscs.ca  
   www.sscs.ca/programs/squamish-youth-resource-centre/  

https://sd48seatosky.schoolcashonline.com/
mailto:youth.centre@sscs.ca
http://www.sscs.ca/programs/squamish-youth-resource-centre/
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Career Programs  

Youth Train in Trades (Apprenticeship) programs. 

 

Students can take post-secondary courses while 
attending Howe Sound Secondary. 

Programs start January 27, 2020. 

 

Howe Sound Secondary offers a variety of programs for Grade 11 and 12 students in many 

skilled trades. They involve technical (classroom) training combined with hands-on 

application. Students earn both high school and post-secondary school credit and their 

trade worker identification number.  

 

The programs offered at Howe Sound Secondary are Electrical, Professional Cook and 

Automotive. 

 

Howe Sound Secondary (School District 48) pays the cost of tuition (a savings of up to 

$3,500). Students cover consumable costs such as textbooks, tool kit, uniform, and 

registration fee (approximately $400.00).  

 

                   Cont. p. 7 

http://sd48careersandtrades.org/ace-it/
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Career Programs (con’t) 

What is the Youth Work in Trades Program? 

Youth Work in Trades is a career program that provides students with the opportunity to 
begin their apprenticeship training while attending high school. A Youth Work in Trades 
student is: 
 15 years of age or older working in a paid, part-time position in an Industry Training 

Authority (ITA) recognized trade  
 Working under the supervision of a qualified tradesperson 

How are apprenticeship hours acquired? 

Youth Work in Trades students complete their hours while working after school, on 
weekends and holidays or, in cases where it can be accommodated in the school timetable, 
during school time. 
 

How many credits can a Youth Work in Trades student earn? 

The student will receive four credits towards graduation for every 120 hours completed on 
the job site, up to a maximum of 16 credits for 480 hours.  
 

What is a “hidden” apprentice?  

A “hidden” apprentice is a high school student working in an ITA recognized trade, but 
unaware that he/she can register with the ITA. The Youth Work in Trades Program allows 
students to fast track their career. By participating in the program, they will be ahead of their 
peers in a career in the trades. Students who successfully complete the Youth Work in 
Trades program, maintain a C+ average in their Grade 12 courses, and who meet the 
Ministry of Education’s requirements qualify for a $1,000 award. 

 

For more information, please contact or visit the Career Programs Office, 

Room B120 at HSSS. 

Vicki Schenk, Career Programs/Trades Coordinator  vschenk@sd48.bc.ca. 
Rosie Daguerre, Career Programs Assistant   rdaguerre@sd48.bc.ca. 
 


