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Dear Parents and Guardians,
Students and staff have settled into a very busy school year at Howe Sound
Secondary as you will soon see by perusing this month’s newsletter.

NOVEMBER
Nov. 9

Nov. 12
Nov. 13
Nov. 16
Nov. 19

Nov. 29

HSS Remembrance
Day Service
Remembrance Day
observance. School
not in session
PAC mtg. 7:00 pm
Semester 1 mid-term
report mailed
Unlock Your Future
scholarship seminar
7:00 PM
Parent/teacher
interviews & early
dismissal

DECEMBER
Dec. 3
Dec. 11
Dec. 13
Dec. 14
Dec. 21

Non-instructional day
PAC mtg. 7:00 pm
Winter Gala
Grad photo retakes
Last day of classes
before winter break
Dec. 24 to Jan 6 Winter Break

Parent/teacher interviews are
scheduled for Thursday, Nov. 29
from 4 - 7 pm. Online booking is
open from Tuesday, Nov. 20 at
9:00 am until Nov. 29 at 2:00 pm.
To book an appointment, visit
hss.schoolappointments.com.
If you have not used the booking
system since August 2018, you
will need to register and set up
your child(ren).

Our students have been focused on their academic studies completing numerous assignments and projects as well as classroom assessments to
demonstrate their learning in each of their courses. Some classes have
even found the time to get out for important field trips to reinforce learning in
a different setting.
Midterm report cards will be mailed out on Friday, November 16, and we will
have our first parent-teacher interviews of the year on Thursday, November
29. Details on how to book an appointment with your child's teachers can
be found at the bottom left corner of this page.
In addition to academics, a number of extra-curricular activities are running
at this time. Students have been participating in cross-country running, volleyball, soccer and football. These sports are winding down and we look
forward to moving into another excellent semester of athletics at HSS.
Our Leadership students are gearing up to attend WE Day in Vancouver on
November 22. This is a wonderful tradition in our district where representatives from all schools in the corridor bring back a positive message to their
school promoting the importance of giving back to their community.
Aboriginal, Athletic and Student Leadership classes are in full swing and
making thoughtful and impactful contributions to our school and community.
Our Aboriginal Leadership students attended their first of a series of
24 Hour Drum meetings on October 17. This is an intense and purposeful
process that culminates in the Annual 24 Hour Drum event which will be
held at Howe Sound Secondary School on Friday, May 3.
I would like to also make special mention of our annual Remembrance Day
Assembly. Our Student Leadership class will be hosting this year’s HSS
Remembrance Day Service on Friday, November 9 (tomorrow), at 11:00
am. All community members are welcome. Please note that school will not
be in session on Monday, November 12, in observance of Remembrance
Day.
Please drop by for a visit and tour of our school. Getting a first-hand view of
our school community is a great way to learn about the many remarkable
accomplishments of our students.
Regards,
Nick Pascuzzi,
Principal

38430 Buckley Avenue, P.O. Box 99, Squamish, BC V8B 0A1

Phone: 604 892-5261 Fax: 604 892-5618

Staff email address are available on the school website at www.sd48howesound.org
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English Department
The fall is quickly disappearing into winter and we hope that all our students and families are
enjoying some cozy evenings by the fire reading a good book.
In October, two of our Grade 11 classes spent some time down memory lane remembering the
picture books that their parents read to them as children in our “Reading for Life” unit. Students
read an article about the importance of early literacy and explored children’s literature in
preparation for reading with some cute little buddies in the K/1 classes at Squamish Elementary
School. Our Grade 11 students were amazing with their buddies, and in their reflective writing,
shared some excellent connections and understandings about reading with and spending time
with primary aged learners.

Grade 11 students will be writing the trial literary assessment on November 8. This trial will not
appear on student transcripts and it is meant to help students and teachers to prepare for the
assessment that will be put into place next year. Students writing the trial this year will be required
to write the literary assessment next year for their official transcripts and for graduation. The new
literacy assessment will not count as a part of English course marks. For more information on the
new literacy assessment, go to https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/provincial-assessment/graduation/
literacy.

Outdoor Leadership
During the month of October, students spent time
volunteering in the Murrin Park area with the Squamish
Access Society, in addition to working on climbing skills at
the Smoke Bluffs. The class is currently working on the
navigation unit. The students recently hiked to Sigurd Lake
and will be heading to Bowen Island soon to continue to work
on their navigation skills.
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Language Department
This month, Madame St-Pierre’s French Immersion students are working on a project with AnneMélanie Royannez and Karin Gauthier’s English students from France. We are very excited to do
a project between Howe Sound Secondary School and Lycée Benjamin Franklin from Orléans.
Our project, called “Je Suis”, is to create a poem about ourselves. The poem contains visual and
auditory aspects. We are practicing our French language skills, literary techniques, and creativity.
Ce mois, les étudiants en immersion française de Madame St-Pierre travaillent sur un projet avec
les étudiants d’anglais de la France de Anne-Mélanie Royannez et Karin Gauthier. Nous sommes
très excités pour faire un projet entre l’école de Howe Sound et le Lycée Benjamin Franklin en
Orléans. Le projet, nommé “Je Suis” est de créer un poème sur nous-mêmes. Le poème a des
aspects visuels et auditifs. Nous pratiquons nos compétences de la langue française, les
techniques littéraires et la créativité.
~Linnea Uunila, Grade 11
Click on the link below to view and listen to the poem “Je Suis” by Sienna Gillie.
https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=SQdrE8i3pE0

Social Studies Department
Howe Sound Secondary students participated in Student Vote on Thursday, October 18. The
mock election was part of a program run by CIVIX,
a non-profit registered charity whose main goal is
to “build the skills and habits of active citizenship.”
CIVIX runs student vote programs to parallel
federal, provincial and municipal elections in
Canada. The organization sends us ballots, voting
screens and ballot boxes, and tries to make it look
as close to the actual election as possible. The idea
is that if youth are in the habit of voting when there
is an election, they will be more likely to vote when
they turn 18.
We had 353 of 600 enrolled students cast a ballot,
which gave us a 59% voter turnout. HSS students
voted for:
Mayor: Jeff Cooke
Council: Eric Anderson, Edward Archibald, John French, Rajan Hans, Jenna Stoner, Mike
Young
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Science Department
Chemistry 11 students had the
opportunity to see a very practical
application of separation methods
they had learned about in class
and used in real life.
On Tuesday, October 16, Mrs.
Geller’s and Mr. Shea’s three
Chemistry 11 classes toured the
District of Squamish’s Mamquam
Wastewater Treatment Plant,
which treats all Squamish sewage
and wastewater. Students saw
how wastewater is screened, digested by both aerobic and anaerobic bacteria, separated
using gravity methods (like the vortex and centrifuge), and how adding a flocculent (“poly”)
helps to remove suspended solids. The importance of regular environmental testing before
returning the treated water to the confluence of the Mamquam and Squamish rivers was
discussed.
Students also learned that water treatment is the number one factor in determining public
health and is what separates first world countries from second and third world countries.
Globally1, 1.8 billion people use a source of water that is fecally-contaminated, and more
than 80% of wastewater resulting from human activities is discharged into waterways
without any treatment. Access to clean water is something that many Canadians take for
granted.
Despite students not being fond of the smell at the plant, they had the following positive
comments about the tour:
“…it was cool to see the process of where our waste goes and how much they do to it.”
“I liked the part in the lab where [Scott] showed how they separate the fibres and stuff
[suspended solids] with the poly [flocculent]”
“It was interesting to see what happens to our waste, I think I have developed a bit more of
an appreciation to the process.”
We sincerely thank the District of Squamish for their support, especially Scott McIntyre,
Chief Operating Officer, and assistant Cindy for conducting enthusiastic, relevant and
interesting tours.
1

https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/6_Why-it-Matters_Sanitation_2p.pdf
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Music News
Students in the jazz and concert bands
performed at the Fall Fiesta Concert recently.
It was an excellent opening event for an
exciting year ahead. Our next concert will be
our Annual Winter Gala, which will take place
on Thursday, December 13, in the Eagle Eye
Theatre. This epic event will include a threecourse dinner, silent auction, and
performances by individual students and all
ensembles.
The students are busy fundraising for our annual music trip in May. We are planning to visit
Toronto and Niagara Falls this year. The students have completed selling magazine
subscriptions and have begun the poinsettia sale. If you missed out on the magazine
subscription sale but you would still like to order or renew, it’s not too late. Log onto
www.qsp.ca, choose Howe Sound Secondary and order from there. You can even choose
which student you would like to donate the proceeds to.
Poinsettia, planter and wreath sales wrap up on November 9.
Orders can be made online at https://
howesoundsecondary.growingsmilesfundraising.com/home.
Delivery details are as follows:
When: Friday, November 23 between 3:15-5:00 pm
Where: HSS Small Gym
Music students must pick up their plant orders that afternoon.
Please contact Ms. Booth ahead of time (fbooth@sd48.bc.ca)
if you anticipate an issue collecting your plants.
On November 13, the Winter Gala silent auction forms
will be distributed to the students (forms will also be
available on the school website). Students will be able
to go out into the Sea to Sky community to ask for
donations for the event. This is the best fundraising
opportunity for students. In previous years, the music
program has brought in over $10,000 at this event
thanks to the generous support of parents and local
businesses. We hope this year’s event will be just as
successful. See you at the Winter Gala!
Fran Booth, Music Director
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Career Programs

Youth Train in Trades (Apprenticeship) programs.

Students can take post secondary courses while attending
Howe Sound Secondary.
Programs start January 28, 2019.

Howe Sound Secondary offers a variety of programs to Grade 11 and 12 students in many skilled trades.
They involve technical (classroom) training combined with hands-on application. Students earn both high
school and post-secondary school credit and their trade worker identification number.

The programs offered at Howe Sound Secondary are Carpentry and Professional Cook Level 1 with the
possibility of Automotive Service Technician Level 1.
Howe Sound Secondary (School District 48) pays the cost of tuition (a savings of up to $3,500). Students
cover consumable costs such as textbooks, tool kit, uniform, and registration fee (approximately $400.00).

Con’t p. 7
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Career Programs (con’t)
What is the Youth Work in Trades Program?
Youth Work in Trades is a career program that provides students with the opportunity to begin their
apprenticeship training while attending high school.
A Youth Work in Trades student is:


15 years of age or older working in a paid, part time position in an ITA recognized trade



Working under the supervision of a qualified tradesperson

How are apprenticeship hours acquired?
Youth Work in Trades students complete their hours while working after school, on weekends and holidays
or in cases where it can be accommodated in the school timetable, during school time.

How many credits can a Youth Work in Trades student earn?
The student will receive 4 credits towards graduation for every 120 hours completed on the job site, up to a
maximum of 16 credits for 480 hours.

What is a “hidden” apprentice?
A “hidden” apprentice is a high school student working in an ITA recognized trade, but unaware that he/she
can register with the Industry Training Authority. The Youth Work in Trades Program allows students to fast
track their career. By participating in the program, they will be ahead of their peers in a career in the trades.

Students who successfully complete the Youth Work in Trades program, maintain a C+ average in their
Grade 12 courses, and who meet the Ministry’s requirements qualify for a $1,000 award.
For more information, please contact or visit the Career Programs Office, Room B120 at HSSS.
Vicki Schenk, Career Programs/Trades Coordinator

vschenk@sd48.bc.ca.

Rosanne Daguerre, Career Programs Assistant

rdaguerre@sd48.bc.ca.
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Howe Sound Athletics
Cross-Country
This past weekend the cross-country running team competed in the BC
Provincial Championships in Nanaimo. All athletes had a great run in a
very competitive field, with the junior girls finishing 17th in the province.
Congratulations to all runners on a great season. A big thanks to Coach
Dobson for leading a keen group of cross-country runners this year.
Soccer
The senior boys soccer team had a short but fantastic season with 12 goals in five games. The
team was fully committed with the entire squad showing up to all practices and games ready to
win. Each player brought unique strengths to the team and showed
immense talent on the field. Some of the highlights for Coach Peter
included: winning against Sentinel in penalty shots, beating Whistler
Secondary to convincingly claim dominance in the Sea to Sky corridor and
the team’s 3-2 record with 12 goals scored in five games. Overall the boys
played amazingly well for the short season they had and showed a lot of
commitment. Thank you to Coach Peter Weiland and team manager
Tanveer Hehar as well as all the boys for playing with such great school
spirit.

Football
The football team finished their season with a strong showing but unfortunately had many players
sidelined due to injury. Thanks to coaching staff: Jim Errington, Frazer Britton, Cory Constantine
and Cody Smith and manager Bobbi Jo Bergstrom for all their hard work supporting the team.
Many thanks to all the staff and community volunteers who make athletics at Howe Sound such an
important part of our school culture. To volunteer for the HSS Athletic Program, contact Joel
Harwood (Athletic Director) at jharwood@sd48.bc.ca.

Graduation 2019
Here are some important items from the counsellors:


Grad Transition Survey - mandatory for graduation, this survey is now open and can be
completed by clicking on www.surveymonkey.com/r/5SGSNHM.



STS (Student Transcript Service) - log in and create an account to release your transcript
electronically by following this link https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/education-training/k-12/
support/transcripts-and-certificates.



“The Key to Scholarships" presentation is on Monday, Nov. 19, at 7:00 pm, in the Eagle
Eye Theatre. This presentation provides helpful information if you need financial help to attend
post-secondary school.
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Yearbook
Memories to Last a Lifetime
A year’s worth of Sounders’ memories will be captured in 120 full-colour pages. The Howe
Sound yearbook is on sale now for $60. Pricing increases to $65 at the start of spring
break. Last year’s yearbook sold out so don’t delay purchasing one this year! Yearbooks
can be purchased online at www.jostens.com or by cash or cheque at the HSS office.

Published!
Congratulations to Grade 12 student Pedro Johnson who recently published his first novel!
The Tyrfung Saga is a poetic saga of war, justice and selfless
heroism that is set in 500 AD. It is the story of a young man named
Olaf who must protect a mysterious maiden who falls under his
care. With his homeland plagued by a new god and steadily
shifting powers, everyone is the enemy. Olaf learns valuable
lessons about love and loss in this beautiful novel that explores
and interprets ancient Norse mythology and legends. To illustrate
his novel, Pedro painstakingly carved linoleum block to create
gorgeous, stark black and white images that allude to
Scandinavian stone carvings. The result is a book that is as
beautiful as it is engaging. Come to the library to sign out a copy or
visit his website to learn more about Pedro and his publishing
company, Blindfold Books, at www.pedrogjohnson.ca.
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Thanks!
A Heartfelt Thanks!
Thanks to Nester’s (and special thanks to Joe the butcher) for their generous
donation of pig hearts. The heart dissection lab is always a highlight of Biology 12!

Prom 2019
HSS Prom 2019 Theme: This year’s theme is "Enchanted Forest”. Thank you to everyone who voted.
Tickets & Forms: Prom tickets cost $200.00 CASH ONLY, payable in two installments. The $100
deposit is due by November 30, 2018, and the remainder is due by February 15, 2019. The deposit
must accompany the registration forms which are available in the office and on the HSS website at
https://sd48howesound.org/students/grad-information/prom-2019/. Our treasurer will be at the school
accepting forms & cash deposits during lunch on November 30 but payments being made earlier can
be dropped off with the registration forms to the office in an envelope with the student’s name. There
are also forms available for any student needing financial assistance.
Fundraisers and Volunteer Opportunities: These opportunities help grads earn back some
prom ticket money. We will track hours and money earned by each student and then distribute back to
the individual at the end of the year. Please email the committee if you are able to help out.


Polar Express: This volunteering opportunity allows us to secure the prom venue with no
additional costs to the graduating students. We strongly encourage all graduating students to sign
up to volunteer. The volunteer shift schedule is available on the "HSS Prom 2019" Facebook page
as well as on the prom notice board in the MPR. Please sign up as soon as possible.



DeVry Fundraising Opportunity: Christmas wreaths, planters and poinsettias are for sale.
Orders are due on November 18, and forms are available in the office.



Nesters Points: When shopping at Nesters, consider donating your points to “HSS Grad”.
Every cashier has an established Grad Nesters card. This will help offset costs for supplies and
food for various events such as the Time to Shine event.



Bottle Depot: We have an account set up: Acct #386 - HSS Dry Grad 2019. Drop off your
bottles and cans to help offset costs.

How you can reach us and stay up to date:
 Email: hssprom2019@gmail.com
 Facebook: Parents Facebook page: HSSPROM2019

Students Facebook page: HSSGRAD2019
 Review the daily announcements or head to the prom board in the MPR to see all pertinent
information.

