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Dear Parents and Guardians,
It is hard to believe we are already into December! The past months
have seen our students work extremely hard in their classes, in their
extra-curricular activities and in our community. We are excited about
the coming months and about the recent accomplishments of Howe
Sound students. Here are some highlights:
DECEMBER
Dec. 13
Dec. 14
Dec. 21

Winter Gala
Grad photo retakes
Last day of classes
before winter break
Dec. 22 to Jan 6 winter break

JANUARY
Jan. 7
Jan. 15
Jan. 24
Jan. 25
Jan. 28

School re-opens
PAC mtg. 7:00 pm
Last day - Semester 1
Semester turnaround
day/Exam day, no
classes
First day - Semester 2

February
Feb. 1
Feb. 4

Feb. 12
Feb. 18
Feb. 25

Professional Dev. day
Semester 1 Final
Report Card mailed
PAC mtg. 7:00 pm
Family Day
Professional Dev. day

Our Winter Gala is coming up and our music students are very
excited to showcase their talents to the greater community while
raising money for a good cause. Tickets are $25 and are available in
the office. The event is scheduled for this Thursday, December 13,
beginning at 6:00 pm. Please join us in celebrating our music
program.
Additionally, the basketball season is now underway. Our senior and
junior boys are practicing and preparing for weekly games and
tournaments. Our wrestling team has also begun practicing and had
their first meet last week. Please consider coming out and supporting
our Sounders at any home or away games during the season.
Our students made great contributions to the community this past
month. The students in Aboriginal Leadership worked on two
initiatives in November to support the homeless community in
Squamish. As well, the Eco Club created an impressive visual art
installation which was open to public viewing, and a number of
students attended the 11th Annual WE Day event in Vancouver.
Please read more about these happenings further in this newsletter.
Finally, as we move closer to the winter break, I would like to take
this opportunity to wish you and your family a restful holiday. Upon
our return from the break, we will have three weeks left before
Semester 1 final exams. Exams are scheduled for the last week of
January. More information will be forthcoming regarding final exams
in the new year.
Please contact me at any time if you have any
thoughts, questions or concerns regarding your
child’s education.
Regards,

Christmas art card created by Art
Club member, Agnes Edgren.

Nick Pascuzzi,
Principal

38430 Buckley Avenue, P.O. Box 99, Squamish, BC V8B 0A1

Phone: 604 892-5261 Fax: 604 892-5618

Staff email address are available on the school website at www.sd48howesound.org
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Languages Department
The Introductory Spanish 11 students have just completed their restaurant projects. Jordan
Tulk and Gavin Reis created a menu for a casual beachfront restaurant at a popular surfing
destination in Mexico. In his restaurant speech, Jordan included the words “No usamos
plasticos.” (We do not use plastics.) It was impressive to see the environmentally-conscious
content in his speech, especially after last month’s documentary A Plastic Ocean and the
powerful art installation by the HSS Eco Club which raised our awareness of the widespread
harm caused by plastics. As a celebration of their learning, the students spent two days in the
Foods Room where they made various items inspired by the restaurant menus they created.
A group of students in the Spanish 11 class learned
about El Día de los Muertos and shared with the
class what they had learned and baked! Pan de
muerto (bread of the dead) is baked in Mexico
during the weeks leading up to El Día de los
Muertos which is celebrated on November 1 and 2.
It is a sweetened bread shaped like a bun, often
decorated with bone-shaped pieces. We all enjoyed
the bread made by Jon Gill and Frida Pedersen,
then we watched the Pixar movie “Coco” which, in
addition to being an extraordinary animation,
provided a context for learning more about The Day
of the Dead.

Math Department
One of the ways in which students demonstrate
their learning about functions and their
transformations is by creating a picture using
various functions in a program called Desmos.
Here is an example of one of this year’s “Fun
with Functions” creations from Ms. Roblin’s Precalculus 12 class. Follow the link to view the fullsize images on Desmos.
Doraemon with Bee, by Trina Fearon, was
inspired by the robotic cat character from the
Japanese manga series.
https://www.desmos.com/calculator/etkwonwn2u
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Music News

Winter
Gala 2018
Howe Sound Secondary
music students cordially
invite you to their
Winter Gala 2018
at
Howe Sound Secondary
Thursday, December 13, 2018
6:00 pm Social
6:30 pm Dinner
7:30 pm Concert
Silent Auction, Social, Dinner
& Entertainment
by Howe Sound Secondary
Performing Groups
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Art Club
The HSS Art Club runs weekly on Thursdays after school from 3:30-5:00 pm in the Art Room.
The club is open to anyone who wishes to explore media and hang out with other students
who enjoy dabbling in art processes. Students frequently work on their own projects but are
also given the opportunity to learn new skills by taking part in workshops offered by different
artists and teachers.
Last month, students were treated to a very special workshop
hosted by local artist, Toby Jaxon. Toby taught students how
to paint creatively with textured surfaces. Students thoroughly
enjoyed themselves and the results of their work were
magnificent.
Four art students worked hard to create cards and other art
pieces to sell at the Foyer Gallery Artisan Holiday Celebration at
the Squamish Public Library on Friday, December 2. Students
raised over $90 and all proceeds will be donated to the
Squamish Helping Hands Society.

Eco Club
Thank you to the Eco Club for their impressive art
installation which was created using the plastic waste
produced by our school during a one-week period. The
goal was to bring attention to the amount of waste
generated, to promote our hope of moving towards
being a zero-waste school, and to sensitize students to
how the choices they make every day affect our
planet.

The Eco Club presents the TOP 10 PRESENTS FOR THE PLANET this season.
 If you buy gifts online, shop early. Express shipping has increased carbon emissions.
 Use a local “real” Christmas tree, not an artificial one. The average artificial tree travels
over 13,000 km from manufacture to disposal.
 Give experiences not “stuff”.
 Recycle old Christmas lights at GFL’s depot.
 Reuse wrapping paper and gift bags or wrap gifts in newspaper.
 Re-purpose, give second-hand or home-made gifts.
 Shop locally to reduce emissions and support local communities.
 Compost your food scraps from holiday meals and parties.
 Reduce or completely eliminate your consumption of meat over the holidays.
 Use reusable bags for all your Christmas shopping.
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Physical Education
Students in our physical education classes have
made the most of the lovely sunny weather in
October and the start of November. As the weather
turns wet and cold and we move indoors, we still try
to offer as much variety as possible with fields trips
around the community. In November, over half of
the Grade 10 students went to Brennan Park
Recreation Centre for a skating session. The music
was playing, the disco lights were on, and everyone
had a great time.

Outdoor Leadership
The Outdoor Leadership class wrapped up their navigation
unit with a successful trip to Bowen Island, where students
spent the day travelling from point to point using their pre-trip
planning and map and compass skills. Some groups covered
more than 30 km in just 6 hours. The group is currently
working between wilderness first aid and avalanche skills,
both of which continue into the new year. This week, the group
will be heading to Whistler Blackcomb for their first day of
snow study.

Theatre
This year's theatre students are working hard on our modernized
production of "Romeo and Juliet". Shows will run March 6-9, 2019 at
the Eagle Eye Theatre. We are currently looking for a few set piece
donations. We are in need of a stand-up full-length mirror, bedroom
furniture and classic Halloween costumes (pirate, jester, fairy, and
others). Please contact the theatre teacher, Sandra Droulis, if you
have any donations: sdroulis@sd48.bc.ca. Thanks for your support!
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Howe Sound Athletics
Howe Sound Secondary is excited to have a wrestling team this
year and we are very thankful to Sherman Hillier for providing his
time to coach the team. The team members have shown good
potential in practices and they competed in their first meet last
week on the North Shore.
Coach: Sherman Hillier
Team members: Alexandria Bianco, Jade Bird, Tanner Burnham,
Kaitlyn Cameron, Zada Ciecielski, Josh Cormack, Megan
Engstrom, Rachel Engstrom, Mikayala Hoskin, Ethan Lapointe,
Ryle Mabilog, Isaac McCarthy, Seth Sherlock, Elli Tiliakou, and
Andrewnico Waiya.

Aboriginal Leadership
The students in Aboriginal Leadership worked on two initiatives in
November to support the homeless community in Squamish.
During the weeks of November 12-23, Howe Sound students and
staff were asked to donate gently used rainproof and winter
coats. The Aboriginal Leadership group will donate the coats
collected to Squamish Helping Hands. As well, students made
over 150 Christmas cards which will be distributed to those who
attend the annual dinner for the homeless held at Totem Hall. In
the new year, Aboriginal Leadership students plan to continue
raising awareness about homelessness by collecting essential
items such as toothbrushes, toothpaste, and combs to donate to Squamish Helping Hands.

WE Day
On November 22, thirty-five Howe Sound Secondary students
joined several hundred Sea to Sky District students in attending the
11th Annual WE Day in Vancouver. Along with thousands of
students and teachers from across the province, our students were
inspired by the speakers and the stories of hope and change that
they witnessed throughout the day. Our students returned to HSS
motivated to make real and lasting change in our school and in our
communities.
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Memories to Last a Lifetime
A year’s worth of Sounders’ memories will be captured in 120 full-colour pages. The Howe
Sound yearbook is on sale now for $60 and makes a great Christmas gift. Pricing increases to
$65 at the start of spring break. Last year’s yearbook sold out so don’t delay purchasing one
this year! Yearbooks can be purchased online at www.jostens.com or by cash or cheque at
the HSS office.

English Department
It is amazing how quickly the semester is wrapping up, and with only a few weeks until the
holidays, the English department is spreading the word that books make great Christmas gifts!
Surprise your children with a memorable book, especially if you don’t normally give books at
Christmas. Also, if your kids are bored during the holidays, stop in at the Squamish Public
Library and get some reading—magazines, fiction, non-fiction, graphic novels—for those cold,
cozy evenings.
In the classroom this month, Mrs. Droulis' English 10 students have been hard at work writing
persuasive essays on topics that affect them personally. Their area of focus was positive
change in Squamish. Students researched topics such as skate park upgrades, school bus
routes, cost to put in a rubberized running track, youth programs to offer at Brennan Park, our
school bell schedule, and several others. The students put these essays into letter format and
mailed them to community members for their attention. The class is looking forward to reading
the responses they receive on their calls to action. Way to go Grade 10's!
Students in Mr. Demers’ and Mrs. Taylor’s classes are keeping with tradition and
responding to letters to Santa written by Squamish Elementary School students.
Our students have fun replying to these sweet letters by making up their own fun
elf name, decorating their notes with stickers, and giving the little ones some
HSS Christmas Magic!
Happy Holidays from the HSS English Department!
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Career Programs

Youth Train in Trades (Apprenticeship) programs.

Students can take post-secondary courses while attending
Howe Sound Secondary.
Programs start January 28, 2019.

Howe Sound Secondary offers a variety of programs to Grade 11 and 12 students in many skilled trades.
They involve technical (classroom) training combined with hands-on application. Students earn both high
school and post-secondary school credit and their trade worker identification number.

The programs offered at Howe Sound Secondary are Carpentry and Professional Cook Level 1 with the
possibility of Automotive Service Technician Level 1.
Howe Sound Secondary (School District 48) pays the cost of tuition (a savings of up to $3,500). Students
cover consumable costs such as textbooks, tool kit, uniform, and registration fee (approximately $400.00).

Con’t p. 9
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Career Programs (con’t)
What is the Youth Work in Trades Program?
Youth Work in Trades is a career program that provides students with the opportunity to begin their
apprenticeship training while attending high school.
A Youth Work in Trades student is:


15 years of age or older working in a paid, part-time position in an ITA recognized trade



Working under the supervision of a qualified tradesperson

How are apprenticeship hours acquired?
Youth Work in Trades students complete their hours while working after school, on weekends and holidays
or, in cases where it can be accommodated in the school timetable, during school time.

How many credits can a Youth Work in Trades student earn?
The student will receive 4 credits towards graduation for every 120 hours completed on the job site, up to a
maximum of 16 credits for 480 hours.

What is a “hidden” apprentice?
A “hidden” apprentice is a high school student working in an ITA recognized trade, but unaware that he/she
can register with the Industry Training Authority. The Youth Work in Trades Program allows students to fast
track their career. By participating in the program, they will be ahead of their peers in a career in the trades.

Students who successfully complete the Youth Work in Trades program, maintain a C+ average in their
Grade 12 courses, and who meet the Ministry’s requirements qualify for a $1,000 award.
For more information, please contact or visit the Career Programs Office, Room B120 at HSSS.
Vicki Schenk, Career Programs/Trades Coordinator

vschenk@sd48.bc.ca.

Rosanne Daguerre, Career Programs Assistant

rdaguerre@sd48.bc.ca.
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Graduation
Here are some important items from the counsellors:


Grad Transition Survey - mandatory for graduation, this survey is now open and can be
completed by visiting https://hsscounsellors.webs.com/ and clicking on the link under your
counsellor’s picture.



STS (Student Transcript Service) - log in and create an account to release your transcript
electronically by following this link: https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/education-training/k-12/
support/transcripts-and-certificates.

Prom 2019
Fees & Forms: Thank you to everyone who remitted their $100 prom deposit. Outstanding
registration forms and the $100 deposit must be submitted to the office as soon as possible. The
remainder is due by February 15, 2019.
Grad Wear: Order forms are available in the office and orders are due by January 9, 2019. The
final sample size viewing will be at lunch in the MPR on December 17. All order forms must be
submitted with either exact cash or a cheque made payable to Howe Sound Secondary Grad.
Fundraisers and Volunteer Opportunities: These opportunities help grads earn back some
prom ticket money. We will track hours and money earned by each student and then distribute back to
the individual at the end of the year. Please email the committee if you are able to help out. Additional
fundraisers will be announced as they are organized.


Polar Express: This volunteering opportunity allows us to secure the prom venue with no
additional costs to the graduating students. We strongly encourage all graduating students to sign
up to volunteer. The volunteer shift schedule is available on the HSS Prom 2019 Facebook page
as well as on the prom notice board in the MPR. Please sign up as soon as possible. Extra trains
have been added on the evenings of December 16. Please help us out by staying longer or come
from 6 pm to 9 pm on that evening.



Nesters Points: When shopping at Nesters, consider donating your points to “HSS Grad”.
Every cashier has an established Grad Nesters card. This will help offset costs for supplies and
food for various events such as the Time to Shine event.



Bottle Depot: We have an account set up: Acct #386 - HSS Dry Grad 2019. Drop off your
bottles and cans to help offset costs.

How you can reach us and stay up to date:
 Email: hssprom2019@gmail.com
 Facebook: Parents Facebook page: HSSPROM2019

Students Facebook page: HSSGRAD2019
 Review the daily announcements or head to the prom board in the MPR to see all pertinent
information.

